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A diverse range of case histories and new developments is reviewed in
semi-annual look at tanks, containment systems and spill management.

Hartland NB wins uphill battle to fight fires
throughout town

%, 1 May 7, 2005, the town of
\ Hartland, New Brunswick,

experienced one of the worst

fires in its history when
Craig Manufacturing Ltd., a major
employer and manufacturer of heavy
equipment such as dozers and graders,
began to burn,

“We were pumping water out of our
reservoir and the river and had other fire
departments here to help us.” says Fred
Roberts, public works supervisor and
deputy chief of Hartland’s volunteer fire
department.

Much of Craig Manufacturing, then
located along the eastern bank of the St.
John River, which runs through the town,
was in ruins. While several other cam-
mercial buildings were also damaged, the
pride of Hartland, the 100-plus-year-old
world’s longest covered bridge, was un-
touched. In an agricultural region rich in
potato production, the town also attracts
tourists year-round.

The fire brought home the town’s
need for an upgraded water system,
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The town now has a 250,000-gallon
Aquastore® tank.

By Dean Potratz

with the capacity to supply firefighters
with the water and pressure they need
to protect both of the town’s two zones.

The lower elevation zone along the
river had the benefit of water pressure
from the original hillside reservoir, but
the upper elevation zone, the top third
of the hillside and above, had no water
storage of its own. It needed multiple
booster pumps running 24/7 to bring
water from the reservoir below and
achieve adcquate water pressure.

The inadequate system had to supply
the largest Canadian-owned potato chip
processing plant, Humpty Dumpty
Snack Foods Inc., at the top of the hill,
as well as the 900 citizens of Hartland. If
the power went out, “we might get a call
in the middle of the night from Humpty
Dumpty,” says Mr. Roberts. A backup
diesel-driven pump would then kick in
to keep water flowing. The pump also
ensurcd the company would have water
for fire protection.

Clearly, something had to be done to
modernize the town’s water system as
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