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Once used mainly for farm product storage | |
Tanks catching on in
potable water market

Story and Photos
by JOHN LECKIE

MIDHURST. Ont. (DCN)—OfT 1o the right as you head north

aws.of Barrie on Highways 26 and 27, you can spot the blue steel
- nestled in the trees atop a nearby hill.

Viewed from this distance, it holds out the reassurance of an
ofien encountered structure, yet its familiarity seems vaguely:out
of place as if something had been changed.

Missing is the barn that would ofien fill in the scene in past
encounters with the steel structures.

The structure is an Aquastore tank system, storing the water
supply for this small, well-to-do residential enclave Just past the
city limits of Barrie.

Until the mid-1970s in the United States and into the *80s in

Canada, the silica glass-coated tanks were used primarily for .

agricultural storage. ;

Lately, the parent company, A.O. Smith Harvestore Products
Inc., and its Ontario representative, Greatario Industrial Storage
Ltd. of Guelph, have branched out 1o provide potable water
storage for communities and industry.

Vespra Township elected to go with one of the structures in |
1987 when it first expanded the water supply for the rapidly

growing area. (Expansion was nceded both because of the addi-
tioa of a number of estate-lot bomes and because of the rate the
residents consumed the water—several imes that of most On-
ario communities).

gRerhaps because of the predominantly rural nature of the
+ ship, council had few qualms about adopting a system pri-
‘marily identified with agriculture for water storage for one of its
esidential areas.

Later, it had another tank installed in Minesing, a short jaunt |

v on Highway 26.

#n, a decision had to be made about the original water |

*

storage tank for Midhurst, a concrete structure built in the late !

1970s. It had deterionated to the poim where water was poring
out of some of the joints,

Vespra managed to latch onto the 1ail end of a provincial
Environment Ministry assistance program for the rehabilitation
of concrete water storage tanks. But the township was not
thrilled by the performance of the coacrete tank and decided it
would be better to use the funds to erect a second of the glass-
lined steel structures.

After some discussions with the township’s engineers,
Collingwood-based consultants Ainley and Associates Limited,

the Environment Ministry agreed.
Preliminary site work was completed and erection of the sec-

ond tank was begun last week, Baming . unforeseen delays, it

stiould be fully erected before thié eiid of next wéck.

Speed of erection is 0oe of the prime advantages of the sys-
lem, says Nelson Ward, Greatario's marketing vice-president.

Another is the Permaglas coating process which provides an
inert barrier of silica glass, chemically and mechanically bonded
10 the steel sheet (it is fired at 1500 degrees Fahrenheit) on both
the interior and the exterior of the tank.

An carlier version of the tank was used to store beer, Ward
said. The story is that a farmer delivering barley to the plant one
day remarked 1o an engineer that the tank, which was borizontal,
would be good for storing barley if it was tipped on its end.

The engineer started thinking about it and developed the cur-
rent system, which then caught bold in the agriculrural commu- :

nity.

The first tank was erected in 1949 and is still in service, Ward
said.

While the 1anks can be used to store various materials ranging
trom potable water 1o aggressive chemicals, they have been used
primarily in the agricultural field, more because the company
was familiar with that market than any inherent characteristics of
the product.







